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An interesting but well-nigh forgotten or discredited
incident in the history of the contact of China with the
West was the work of the Nestorian missionaries who entered
China in the year A.D. 636, and the wonderful reception
given to them and the success of their efforts disproves the
often repeated opinion that the Chinese have always been
animated by a strong anti-foreign feeling. The Pang
Dynasty (A.D. 618-907) has been called the Augustan age
of Chinese literature, and.under its sway China was governed
by some of the best and most liberal-minded rulers that the
Celestial Empire has ever known.1 One of these, the famous
Emperor T'ai Tsung and his wife the Empress Ch'ang Sun,
not only stand out among the rulers of China, but may be
ranked as two of the best, wisest, and most talented sovereigns
that the world has ever seen. Under T'ai Tsung's personal
supervision the Chinese army reached a high state of excel-
lence, and it is said that he made his kingdom so safe that
doors could be left open all night. But though the Emperor
early showed his skill on the field of battle, he did not love
war, and as soon as he had put down his enemies he turned
his attention towards the education and enlightenment of his
people. As a preliminary step, he dismissed three thousand
of the ladies of the palace to their houses. Then he built
an immense library at the capital, in which he collected over
200,000 volumes and not only spent much time in reading
and study himself, but also insisted on all mandarins in the
capital cultivating their minds, and the library, with its
reception- and reading-rooms, became a centre of intellectual
industry, and here were frequently discussed the great prob-
lems of religion. The Emperor himself was a strong Con-
fucianist, and had no sympathy with either the Buddhism or
Taoism then as now so widely spread among the people.

The Nestorian missionaries were kindly received' by the
Emperor, probably at first because the King of Persia (the
land from which the missionaries came) was his ally. He
ordered the first minister of the Empire to go with a great

1 Cf. The East and the West, April 1909, p. 202.